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“In order that leprosy may dealt with successfully comprehensive scale and before any large proportion early 
cases will come voluntarily for examination, there must change the attitude the public toward the disease. Any 
scheme for the control leprosy will depend for its success educated public opinion.” 


Recommendation World Conference Leprosy, Cairo Egypt, March 1938. 


Facts You SHOULD KNow DISEASE 


The medical world classes Hansen’s disease com- 
the United States, endemic are foci limited 
Louisiana, Texas and Florida. Outside these states, Han- 


FACTS, based actual experience over long period 
years (the most valid scientific yardstick) furnish 


sen’s disease rarely communicated contacts that from 
the public health standpoint might considered 
tically non-communicable disease. The Leprosarium 
Carville was founded fifty-two years ago. date not single 
member the medical nursing staff has contracted the 


Doctors and nurses take very simple precautions, not com- 
parable with those they would take dealing with diphtheria, 
typhoid and other communicable diseases. 


proof the remoteness the communicability Hansen’s 
disease. 


Since Hansen’s isolation the bacillus, hundreds 
tempts have been made grow artificial media but 
date none these have successfully met the requirements for 
proof, and all attempted innoculations animals have been 
unsuccessful the same extent. scientist more than 
145 recorded cases has been able infect other 
human volunteers attempted innoculation the germ. 


Visitors are admitted freely, nor are they required take THE TRANSMISSION THE DISEASE THE BIG 
any special precautions. PROBLEM Hansen’s. Once that the 6,000 

Patients are permitted visit their homes semi-annually old practice imprisoning person for life because 
for short periods. happens sick will done away with. 


This and all outgoing mail, sterilized before leaving the hospital. This done only gesture 
respect tne unconvinced and not because there any scientific necessity for it. 


Prints pictures appearing THE STAR may purchased from Harris, Carville, Louisiana. 
This activity open all interested patients. THE STAR its entirety hand-sct patients. 


Subscribers, kindly notify change address. THE STAR cannot forwarded. 
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REPORT THE PROCEEDINGS THE FIFTH 
INTERNATIONAL LEPROSY CONGRESS 
HAVANA, CUBA APRIL 3-11, 1948 


Dr. F.A. Johansen, Medical Director U.S.P.H.S. 
Medical Officer Charge, U.S.M.H. Carville, La. 


attended the formal opening the Congress 
April 1948 the Session Hall the House 
Representatives, National Capitol. 

The Honorable President the Republic 
Cuba, Dr. Grau San Martin, officially opened the 
Congress with address. Present were his cabin- 
et, diplomats and officials the International 
Leprosy Association. 

The Congress was sponsored and organized 
the Government the Republic Cuba col- 
laboration with the International Leprosy Asso- 
ciation. This association was founded 1931 for 
the purpose encouraging the work and studies 
concerning leprosy. 

Official invitations the Congress were for- 
warded through diplomatic channels all countries 
with which Cuba maintained relations such 
character. 

Thirty-four countries sent official delegates. 
sides these delegates, there were many members 


the International Leprosy Association, repre- 


sentatives institutions learning, and 
who attended private capacity. One hundred 
seventy-six persons registered official delegates 
members the association. The 
sessions were held the “Valdez Rodriguez” 
school. The rules the Congress required that 
the papers presented should read 
French, Spanish Portuguese and that such 
reading should not extend overa period ten 
minutes. Due the large number papers sub- 
mitted, (over 200) those closely related subjects 
were discussed group. The discussion for each 
group -was limited twenty minutes with time 
limit two minutes per speaker. 

presented paper entitled “Bone Changes 
Leprosy under Sulfone Therapy”, also opened the 
discussion paper Dr. Robert Hingson, 
and staff this hospital, entitled “The Develop- 


ment the Hypospray for Parenteral Therapy 


its Relation the Treatment Leprosy”. 

The Congress used the services four transla- 
tors, utilizing the wireless translator system 
Filene-Finlay, similar those used the meet- 
ings the U.N.O. 

There was scientific well commercial 
exhibit. The scientific exhibit was principally pho- 


tography demonstrating improvement under sul- 
fone therapy. Several countries had such exhibits. 
Others presented graphs showing geographical dis- 
tribution leprosy different countries. Phase 
microscopy was demonstrated well standard 
methods photographing lesions. The scienti- 
fic work the Congress was divided into six com- 
mittees. The conclusions adopted each com- 
mittee were submitted the final meeting the 
Congress for discussion and approval. The six 
committees were follows: Therapeutics, Classi- 
fication and Nomenclature, Epidemiology and 
Control, Social Assistance, Change the words 
“leper” and “leprosy,” Editorial. 

was appointed and served the Therapeutics 
Committee. There were 106 papers read. The 
sions were from AM. PM. each day, excep- 
ting Thursday afternoon which was spent San 
Lazaro Hospital Rincon. This leprosarium: 
one two Cuba and designed much like 
Carville with the exception that there are pri- 
vate rooms, the patients being wards 
beds each. Each building seems separate 
unit having their own dressing room well 
diet kitchen. The laboratory and pharmacy are 
separate buildings. 

There were papers read therapeutics. 
were the use .of ‘sulfones, promin, 
diasone, and sulphetrone; also Rongalite which 
sulfone made Burroughs Wellcome Labora- 
tories. Three were comparison the sulfones 
and chaulmoogra oil, one chaulmoogra oil and 
streptomycin and one Corlic acid which sim- 
ilar the hydnocarpus oil. 

Representatives the Philippines, 
Venezuela. Mexico, India, Argentina, Brazil, Eng- 
land, Africa, British Guiana, Portugal, Spain, Ec- 
uador and Greece reported favorably the sul- 
fones. They were unanimous that the duration 
treatment necessary obtain beneficial results 
are shorter with the sulfones than with chaul- 
moogra oil. 

Some workers report improvement their 
cases, others marked improvement but slow, others 
that the sultones have great therapeutic value and 
others that the elective treatment. There are 
still few defenders for the hydnocarpus oils. 
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Those favoring chaulmoogra oil believe that pa- 
tients treated with large doses oil 
120 150 monthly receive just beneficial re- 
sults equal number patients taking grams 
promin intravenously daily for the same period 
time. One favor chaulmoogra oil be- 
cause economic reasons, and that the sulfones 
are yet too expensive for mass use India. 

The majority the workers use the lepromin 
test one the criteria noting improvement 
under therapy well distinguish the type 
leprosy being treated. 

There were papers presented epidemiology 
and control, all which were individual inter- 
est and brought out many interesting facts. The 
committee this subject submitted very com- 
prehensive and detailed report, and the methods 
recommended the committee for control are 
interesting. 

There were ten papers presented classifica- 
tion and nomenclature and all were unanimous 
that the Cairo Classification was not suitable. Some 
workers suggested modifications the South 
merican Classification and others felt that com- 
plete revision should made. There was much 
controversy even the final decision the com- 
mittee. Workers India feel that the 
ations the committee not suit their type 
cases. 

was recommended the Congress the 
committee the change the words “leper” and 
“leprosy” that the use the term “leper” desig- 
nation the patient with leprosy abandoned. 
That the use any term, whatever language, 
designating “person suffering from leprosy” 
which unpleasant associations are attached, should 
discouraged. 

However, the use the name should 
retained the scientific designation for the 
disease, and active steps should taken 
fully the general public its real nature; and that 
the regional popular use any less specific term 
substitution for the scientific name 
enables the general public understand more 
fully and clearly the advances that have been made 
the understanding, the diagnosis and the treat- 
ment the disease, such terms may used, 
suitable opportunity offers; but would unwise 
adopt such terms conceal the true nature 
the disease. was recommended that the Congress 
take appropriate action order have these con- 
clusions communicated the scientific journals 
and the press. The report the Commission 
the change names “leper” and “leprosy” went 


through unanimously without amendment. There 
were several miscellaneous papers, one especially 
interesting, was Rinop astic leprosy 
Brazilian worker who demonstrated fifteen lantern 
slides showing the method performing the graft 
well the cases before and after plastic opera- 
tions. The results were spectacular even cases 
that had almost complete absorption the nasal 
cartilage. 

Colombia was possible isolate Leprae 
from the bones leprosy cadavers which had been 
buried for five years, their bones being 
boxes. This was not demonstrable non-leprosy 
cadavers kept under same conditions. 

There were papers laboratory experiments 
which included serology, staining technics, his- 
tology, hematological studies, blood chemistry, lep- 
romin test, experimental transmission leprosy 
hamsters, electron microscopy and phase micros- 
copy. The Congress was formally closed April 
11th. Immediately preceding this step the delegates 
voted the Sixth Internaticnal Congress Leprosy 
held Madrid, Spain i953. Spain and 
India were the only two countries sending invita- 
tions. 

Mr. Perry Burgess, President the Leonard 
Wood Memorial delivered beautiful tribute 
the Cuban Government and Representatives the 
Congress for the efficient manner which the 
Congress was conducted and the wonderful hos- 
pitality and courtesies extended the Cuban 
Government. 

opinion that the Fifth International 
Congress Leprosy was great success and that 
personally was greatly benefited. 


addition Dr. Johansen, members the 
Carville the Havana Congress were 
Sister Hilary Ross, Bio- Chemist, and Sister Cathe- 
rine Sullivan, N., now Normandy, Missouri, 
but who was duty here for years. Sister Cath- 
erine sent THE STAR bulletins from the 
Congress. Dr. George Fite was also present. 
participated the Scientific Program the 
gress, discussing with Dr. Leon Blanco,Cuba, “Types 
Tissue Reaction the Lepra Bacillus” 

Dr. Robert Hingson, leave from the U.S. 
the University Tennessee, presented 
paper, illustrated lantern slides, the use 
the new Hypospray the treatment 
disease. Prior leaving for the Havana Congress, 
Dr. Hingson spent several days Carville doing in- 
tensive research and testing the use the Hypo- 
spray Carville patients. 
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OFFICIALS MEET WITH PATIENTS’ COMMITTEE 


Johnny Harris during their visit this hospital, 


“big brass” from Washington, Carville, the query 
always goes around “will they meet with the pat- 
ients?” Dr. Otis Anderson, Assistant Surgeon 
General and Chief the Hospital Division, and 
Mr. Bunch, Executive Officer the 
Public Health Service were here several days 
April, spending much time the administrative 
offices the station. Dr. Anderson requested 
meeting with the committee. 
ative group met with Dr. Anderson and Mr. Bunch 
one afternoon, when many important subjects 
were discussed. 

usual most the improvements and innova- 
tions the patients are seeking require money. Dr. 
Anderson pointed out that funds for such projects 


advance. 


Again the question was posed “why 
have alternating electric current All the old 
arguments against direct current were cited. Many 
electric appliances, good radios, phonographs and 
are just not available for C.. Dr. Ander- 
son said and Mr. Bunch hada conference with 
the Gulf States Utilities Co. about alt- 
ernating current line here. The Utilities Company 
says years contract with the Public 
Health Service because the cost bringing high 
power line here will $91,000.00. bring 
here, all equipment will have tossed 
out. Itis estimated that addition the cost 
year, $300,000 worth equipment have 
replaced. Dr. the Public Health 


Service plans give this much closer study, but 
the change from toA. definitely under 
consideration. 

Dr. Anderson confirmed the good news that the 
contract for the lighting our baseball diamond 
has been awarded acost $9,000. Work this 
should forward soon. 

The Public Health Service officials disclosed 
that they had been contact with the Louisiana 
Highway Department concerning the condition 


roads leading this hospital. Two routes have 


been suggested and the road via St. Gabriel 
most used for mail, express, etc., they will recom- 
mend that improved, probably “black top- 
ing.” 

Steam lines the private cottages, owned pa- 
tients, have been approved, but there are plans 
present for building additional cottages gov- 


ernment expense remodeling one the 


ings for quarters for married couples. 


Then there was the news that the purchase 
passenger station wagon from the “patients’ 
benefit fund” has been approved and the order 
placed. The new Station Wagon will used 
transport patients and from their homes au- 
thorized vacations. 

For long time the Public Health Service has 
recognized our needs for physical and occupational 
therapists, and were told two such trained per- 
sons will join our hospital personnel the near 
future. Also certain equipment for this work will 
placed order before June 3(th. 


Dr. Anderson spoke enthusiastically Mr. 
Harry Emigh Grand Prairie, Texas who spent 
two weeks here March making survey our 
community needs. Mr, Emigh expert this 
field and was hoped that would able 
accept the position Director Community 
Affairs for this hospital. Meanwhile, has been 
learned that Mr. Emigh can not accept this posi- 
who can introduce here community program 
which will dovetail with the medical program and 
bring greater contentment the patients. 


was Mr. first visit Carville. have 
been with the Health Service only one 
and half years but greatly interested 
work and especially Carville,” said Mr. Bunch. 
“In factourentire group Washington especial- 
for the best each patient that our motto.” 
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BETWEEN YOU AND 


THE STAR now has monthly circulation 
almost 5,000. Just between you and —does any 
editor larger smaller publication lack one 
more desk phones which enable him get and 
send important news items the outside world? 
think our case unique. order use the one 
long distance phone the called “colony” here 
Carville walk about half mile. When this 
one phone, which country party line, final- 
reached, one has listen many times ladies 
engaged discussions the peccadillos Junior 
or— the birth new calf. 

doubt the ladies the neighberhood who 
share our party line are just bored with having 
listen our remarks the press about promin 
and diasone, are waiting for them fin- 
ish telling about Junior’s new tooth, his latest for- 
mula the beans cooking for dinner will 
tasteless because friend husband forgot stop 
the store for salt meat. 

There four hundred patients here 
many whom never get home and whose only con- 
tact with the “home folks” occasional long dis- 
tance telephone conversation. Very often after 
walk our telephone necessary stand 
line the booth, having wait times over 
hour. Moreover, our one phone the Canteen, 
which not always open. 

What would like, what seems really 
need, straight line the “Colony” similar 
the one the government put in, the Station— 
what patients call “the other side.” 

bit history seems order. was not until 


1936 that the patients had any direct 
tion telephone with the outside world. From 
1921 (when Uncle Sam took the place 
any and all messages were relayed 
“the other side”, usually they passed through sev- 
eral hands and often came pretty 
glad. remember when first came this hospital 
more than years ago, rent automobile 
(and how did this own business), crawl 
through “hole” the fence, and drive Baton 
Rouge order have few minutes’ talk over 
the phone with mother. means was 
the only one take this sort “French Leave” 
for the sake hearing dear familiar voice. 
Through the hole the fence passed many 
Carville’s best citizens. 


How did finally get our present old fashioned 
wall telephone? Well-that quite story-but 
briefly-through the years the patients clamored 
for telephone, but the then Medical Officer 
Charge always said this was “quite impossible,” not 
that the Hansen’s bacilli would travel merrily and 
will over the wires, but because the expense 
installation would prohibitive, said. 
had change C’s and then some our 
staunch friends with political pull- yanked the 
strings that brought results. 


And now between you and me, are just 
waiting for more strings pulled, whatever 
takes get our greatly needed straight line 
the outside, and with it, hope, extensicn 
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GLOBE TROTTER VISITS CARVILLE 


exceptionally interesting visitor Carville 
March was Miss Ruth Elliot 


With degrees from several colleges the U.S. Miss 
Houston later studied Sweden, Denmark and 
England. Her hobby traveling. three years 
she covered the Western Hemisphere, Labrador 
Argentina, Chile the Orient she has 
visited Japan, China, Philippines, Ceylon 
and Malaya, and others islands. 

For many years Miss Houston has been 
Health Education New York’s State College 
for Teachers Buffalo, N.Y. member the 
National Sorority Delta Sigma Epsilon, she has 
ditional interest Carville, and said she would 
tell the active and alumnae chapters about the 
people and excellent work now being done here. 


When you finish reading THE STAR wili you please 
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SAMARITANS ALL 


Burgess, President the Leonard Wood 
and author “Who Walk Alone.” 

The Charter the Leonard Wood Memorial 
restricts its activities scientific research Han- 
disease, but Perry Burgess, the 
humanitarian President, recognized the world 
one the outstanding leaders urging 
new social approach the problem, keeping with 
the medical advances that have been made. 

November 1947 when THE STAR suggested 
editorially that the Havana Congress consider of- 


ficially changing the odious word “leper” and the 


misnomer “leprosy” terms more scientifically 
accurate and descriptive, naturaliy followed that 
should also suggest that Perry Burgess present 
this subject the Congress. 

Mr. Burgess said, “Having held for many years 
the view that the term “leper” had been made term 
utmost repulsion and was embedded classical 
and Biblical literature the point could 
not altered its double meaning, and that 
late unfortunate staté confusion was arising 
through unofficial use ‘of other terminology, 


Mr. Burgess with more than 


leprologists and medical men whom knew 
interested this controversial subject, asking 
their frank opinion. THE STAR wrote patients 
many parts the World, seeking their views. 
March, Mr. Mrs. Burgess spent more than 
week here, and during their visit the replies were 
reviewed and tabulated. One evening during his 
Mr. Burgess addressed mass meeting the 
patients. 
Burgess has been Carville many times 
through the years, but during his March visit the 


patients had the opportunity not only meeting 
him, put having long talks and really getting 
know him. 

‘The recommendation the change names 
adopted the Havana Congress included 
Dr. report this issue. THE STAR 
will this recommendation 
later issue. However, let say here and now 
that ground has been although ter- 
minology was discussed the Manila Congress 
1931 and again the Cairo Conference 1938, 
the Havana Congress was first official 
action the fora For 
this step ahead the right direction are in- 


large measure. Perry Burgess. 


Mr. Burgess, during his March visit, brought 
further welcome information about the organiza- 
tion Greater New York Committee, 
headed Mrs. Guy Percy Truelock, which will 
work with the Memorial raise funds for scien- 
tific research and for dissemination informa- 
tion regarding Hansen’s disease. The Committee 


Mrs. Burgess Mr. Burgess his world wide 
disease; Honorary President the 
graphic Committee, shown here with her Mer dian 
Carville, Mrs. Burge:s and THE 
Johnny many photographs and ex- 
changed ideas about cameras, and all sorts new 
aphic modus operandi. 


consists 1500 women from the five boroughs 
New 
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students the Biology Class Central College, 
Fayette, Mo., headed Dr. Walter Brown, 
sor, who toured this hospital late Maich. Last 
Class made the same trip and 
much interest disease among 
the students that the incoming class requested 
that they permitted come, too. will pro- 
bably become annual custom for the class 
make circle-tout several states including 


visit our hospital. They traveled chartered 
bus. 


Miss Joaquina Bautista, Fellow the United 
Nations, Manila, Philippines was brought 
Carville late February Golson, Coun- 
selor, Vocation Rehabilitation and Gran- 
District Supervisor, Vocational Rehabilita- 
tion New Orleans. 

Miss Bautista was sent the States her gov- 
ernment observe Vocational Rehabilitation 
work. Her program travel was arranged the 
Federal Security Agency Washington. She 
visited many cities observing work with tuber- 
culosis-handicapped children, blind and mentally 
before coming Carville. 

the Philippines the greatest public health 
problems are tuberculosis, malaria and skin dis- 
eases. She has visited all leprosaria her coun- 
try and stated, for the most part, chaulmoogra oil 
still being used. 

She arrived the United States September 
and flew back the Philippines early March. 


Herschel Williams, playwright New Orleans 


and New York made his first trip Carville with 
Bob Ruark late February. Later wrote, “The 
vivid impressions brief visit Carville will 
very rare experiences and one the most enlight- 
ening. left that afternoon with the determination 
come again for visit soon possibly 
made the return visit mid-March 
and with him Mr. Williams brought New Yorkers 
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Cumming Oyster Bay 
and Dorothy Kane Tuxedo Park. The ladies 
are active club work. 


Our friend Mrs. Hattie Dayries, R.N. the 
East Baton Rouge Health Unit brought mem- 
bers the junior and senior nursing classes ‘shown 
above) Our Lady the Lake Hospital for 
inspection tour carly March. The same after- 
noon students the Nursing History Class 
Louisiana College Alexandria, La. under the 
leadership Miss Betty Rhodes, R.N. visited us. 
April Lera Neill, R.N.. Assistant Director 
Nurses Our Lady the Lake Hospital brought 
more student nurses. 

Included the tour these students was 
sit THE STAR piant where had the oppor- 
tunity discussing disease from the pa- 
tients’ viewpoint. The intelligent questions asked 
made realize how eager students are for first 
hand information and invariably the director tells 
that there only bare mention our illness 
nursing text books. 


During April the post-graduate class and the 
senior students Tulane University Medical 
School and the LS.U. medical seniors New 
Orleans held their annual clinics here. 


INFORMATION PLEASE- VISITORS SEEK 
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fighting save human lives 
instead taking them was exemplified significant- 
this hospital during March, when doctors 
many races and creeds and literally from all over 
the world, met here compare notes Hansen’s 
disease, route the Congress. this 
writing the medical still coming and 
many others are expected upon their return from 
the From Norway the country that 
gave Hansen who identified the mycobacte- 
rium, recognized the causative agent the dis- 
ease treated this hospital, and also the home 
Danielson and Lie, pioneer scientific workers 
this field, came Dr. Reidar Schoyen Melsom 
Bergen, quiet modest Nordic. 

Dr. and Mrs. were Carville for two 
weeks and Dr. who Chief 
Medical Officer for Leprosy, told many inter- 
esting things. said that there are only 
tients Norway. “The disease dying out 
country,” Dr. Melsom said. “In 1856 had 
nearly 3000 cases. Each year there are fewer and 
fewer.” attributed the decrease 
climate, isolation advanced cases and better 
care the hospital than homes.. leprosy 
census held Norway each year report new 
cases and said Dr. Melsom, “There great fear 

The British Empire Leprosy Association 
was Dr. Ernest Muir. ndon, 
its retiring Medical Secretary and Dr. Gordon 
Ryrie, who has succeeded him. The were 
accompanied wives. 


Dr. General Secretary-Treas- 
urer the International Leprosy has 
devoted. long. faithful service the 
cause patients suffering from 


ALLIES WAR AGAINST HANSEN’S DISEASE 


Beneath his Scottish reserve, further acquaintance 
discloses Dr. Muir great warmth and sympathy. 

Dr. Muir said that plans are two-fold: 
first relieve those who have the disease; second, 
control and eradicate it. estimates there are 
India “1,200,000 cases, Nigeria 400,000 and 
other parts the Empire. England 
itself have small, private hospital Essex, 
which there are patients, all voluntary, com- 
pulsory segregation. fact the disease not even 


reportable England, where does not spread.” 


Chaulmoogra oil still use the British 
Empire, but they are also using the Sulfones ex- 
perimentally. 

Dr. Muir said, distinctive advance has been 
made with Sulfones.” considers climate factor 
both contracting the disease and curing it, but 
qualified this statement saying, “In the 

Dr. new book Manual Leprosy” willbe 
published soon. 


have been told: love begets surely 
Dr. Gordon Ryrie earned the title 
Physician”. Before assuming his pre- 
position Medical Secretary BELRA and 
Editor “Leprosy Dr. Ryrie was for years 
Director the Leprosarium Sungei Fed- 
erated Malay spoke with great sincerity 
emotion his patients saying, was the 
hospital when the Japs came. They left alone for 
years because their great fear leprosy. 
had when the Japs came, but 
there were only 600 left. The rest died star- 
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die daily. The patients were personal friends 
from long association, and losing 2,000 friends 
terrible loss. 

Medicine was scarce that the malaria 
wards only one out each patients could have 
quinine. Yet these patients, knowing they faced 
certain death, voluntarily gave their share 
the quinine see another life saved. One young 
woman patient, about years age, married 
another patient, was stricken with malaria the 
same day her husband. She would not take her 
portion quinine but insisted that given 
her husband. turn wouldn’t take his, be- 
cause wanted his wife have it. Both died 
the same day.” Dr. Ryrie himself the time, was 
unconscious from malaria and knew nothing 
about what was going on, “or” said he, should 
not have permitted this.” 

Dr. Ryrie said, “There doubt but that the 
sulfones have brought new day the treatment 
disease.” 


Dr. Robert Cochrane noted British 
leprologist and former medical missionary. now 
serving Honorable Secretary, Leprosy Campaign, 
Madras Presidency, India, clings conscientiously 
his Chaulmoogra treatment for disease. 
His stated reaction our comment his letter— 
both which were published the 
STAR (Chaulmoogra Sulfones) was, quote 
Dr. Cochrane, one 

Dr. Cochrane repeated that India early lepro- 


—. 


matous types respond better and faster chaul- 
moogra than sulfa therapy. Also, the present 
time, cost Sulfones India prohibitive—about 
$100 for 1,000 tablets Diasone. “Indians”, 
said, not swallow number capsules daily 
European American patients will do. Chaul- 
moogra not given orally but intradermally and 
subcutaneously and patients have been trained 
inject each other.” 

Dr. Cochrane said the law forbids the use 
the word “leper” any government correspon- 
dence Madras. 

Dr. James Ross Innes, the East African High 
Commission said that his survey date has shown 
that the incidence Hansen’s disease Tangan- 
Kenya Colony yet surveyed 

Leprosaria these countries are under govern- 
ment control and administered the High Com- 
mission. 

Dr. Innes stated that sulfone drugs being used 
Carville for disease treatment are far 
better than anything previously employed, but 
said, Diasone costs 6,000 pounds year for treat- 
ment 600 patients. 


was areal privilege talk with Dr. Dhar- 
mendra, Director Leprosy Work India and 
Chief the Tropical Medicine Division Calcut- 
University. Dr. Dharmendra also Medical 
Secretary the recently organized All India Le- 
prosy Committee. spoke good 
friend, Mr. Jagadisan, who associated with this 
group. 

Dr. said, “The organization the 
All India Leprosy Committee promises open 
new and brighter view the problem India, 
since has been instrumental work- 
ers, government administrators and leaders 
society. 

“The committee was organized under the aus- 
pices the medical board Kasturba Memorial 
Fund and had the blessings Mahatma Gandhi. 
Gandhi was deeply interested anti-leprosy work 
India. deeply regret that longer 
bodily among us, but feel that his spirit will 
always with and that Gandhi dead, will 
more powerful than Candhi alive.” 

From the Philippines came Dr. Cristobal Mana- 
lang, pathologist San Lazaro Hospital, Manila, 
and Dr. Casimiro Lara, Medical and Adminis- 
trative Director 

Disagreeing vehemently, but conscientiously with 
most the medical world about the majority 


continued page 
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EDITORIAL 


THE PANCHO CASE 


This the story Pancho, ex-G. from 
California, who has disease. Now are 
not exploiting Pancho individual, but 
example conditions which patients with Han- 
sen’s disease have been forced endure and 
which others may forced endure, unless 
drastic reforms are instituted. such reforms 
mean that Hansen patients should, from now 
on, given the same humane consideration and 
medical care accorded people having much more 
infectious and pernicious maladies. Was ignor- 
ance, fear malice that instigated the barbaric 
treatment given Pancho? Pancho 
zed for approximately one year prior honorable 
discharge from the Army, December 26, 1944. Af- 
ter his discharge was hospitalized various 
times the Hospital, Los Angeles; Los 
Angeles County General Hospital; Pasadena 
Regional Hospital (Army), now known the 
McCornack General Hospital, and 
the V.A. Hospital Van Nuys, California, 
commonly known Birmingham General Hos- 
pital. But, spite Pancho’s having spent much 
time these supposedly and efficient me- 
dical his disease was not correctly diag- 
nosed until November 1947, when Birmingham 
General doctors discovered was 
lepromatous type After waiting 
month, fact until just two days hefore Christ- 
mas, Birmingham General, for reason 
turned Pancho over the Los Angeles County 
General Hospital. the County Hospi- 

Pancho was isolated once the Communi- 
cable Disease Ward. 

But let tell his own was really 
for five minutes once Week. 
unpleasantness the they were permitted 
come for five minutes’ daily. They refused 
give clean linens and the open wounds 
legs were running. For three days they didn’t 
thing for they forgot send food 
for entire day. They were either scared 
just room was dirty finally 
asked for broom and swept myself. But the 


EXAMPLE 


thing that really broke down spirit was that 
after having waited long for the doctors find 
out what was the matter with me, was still getting 
treatment. 

“When was first dumped there was told 
days. And then was kept dangling, continually 
being assured would certainly leaving for Car- 
ville within week. The uncertainty and strain 
were pretty hard bear. 

“My friends told they found very hard 
get information any kind from the County 
Hospital, the State Board Health the doctors. 

“But they did finally succeed learning that 
one the trains special car reserved the 
United States Public Health Service transfer 
Hansen patients from the West Coast Carville. 
This car, were told, was supposed call Los 
Angeles every six months so. Some one heard 
that this special car had last passed through L.A. 
March but one here seemed know 
care when would call Los Angeles again. 

“One'of friends went the American Le- 
gion Service Dept. Birmingham Hospital and al- 
though they were very pleasant, they gave 
This friend was told that veteran not ‘the V.A. 
washed its hands me’ when was sent the 
County Hospital. 

“The American Legion Dept: said, when 
asked help get Carville, that they had 
contact with Carville there was Legion. Post 
there and not even one nearby. 

“Then another friends around 
and found charter airline hospital service but the 
hitch there was that the cost the trip was $980. 
None had that kind money. sheer des- 
peration this friend found backer for the trip 
the Hearst Newspaper Syndicate. However, the 
money for the trip hinged upon story, with pic- 
tures. much wanted get Carville and 
treatment- wanted more avoid sensational pub- 

there was stuck and getting more and more 
depressed and heartsick day day. And then se- 
veral copies THE STAR came from Carville 
bringing the first rays light and hope for re- 
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lease from intolerable situation”. 

Sometime February through our “grapevine” 
Carville got wind young man who was 
suffering from disease and confined 
the Communicable Disease Ward the Los Ange- 
les County Hospital. Other patients, now Carville 
have told through the years, what deplorably 
depressing place this Communicable Disease Ward 
Los Angeles County Hospital is, and what they 
themselves had experienced there. did not 
know the name this young man nor anything 
whatever about him, but thought few copies 
THE STAR might cheer him bit. Not 
knowing his name our magazines were mailed, 
addressed only “Patient with Disease” 
His response the receipt THE STAR and. 
that some his friends was poignant plea 
for our help bring about, soon possible, 
his transfer Carville. Our first move was 
telephone Claude Brown, Little Rock, Arkansas, 
National Field Secretary the American Legion 
and member the Surgeon Advisory 
Committee Leprosy the U.S. Mr. Brown 
got touch with Robert McCurdy, Vice-Chair- 
man, National Rehabilitation Committee Pasa 
dena, California. Mr. McCurdy referred the mat- 
ter Earl Merifield, Department Service Officer 
Los Angeles. Mr. Merifield wrote Claude 
Brown part, “The difficulty that has en- 
countered since your letter was received that 
(Pancho) the hands the County autho- 
rities and they are subject provisions, and re- 
gulations the Los Angeles County Health De- 
partment, which specifically provides how le- 
prosy cases may handled, which course, in- 
volves lot red tape such reporting the 
State Board Health and turn the 
Public Health Service, and then from what 
derstand ‘leper train’ makes the rounds about 
twice year pick patients.” 

Meanwhile Pancho was still waiting.. have 
good reasons here know how long. Lord 
how long, takes unroll government red tape- 

Too, knowing the Hearst press was sniffing 
the heels this story, decided give im- 
mediately more conservative paper, where 


knew would handled properly. Consent to. 


this course was given Pancho, through one 
his friends, via long distance telephone. Then the 
Times-Picayune put Ken Gormin, one their 
top flight reporters, the Pancho story. Ken 
Gormin old tried and trusted friend Car- 


ville and the moment got his teeth into the 


began fly. Long distance telephone 
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wires hummed New Orleans Washington— be- 
tween New Orleans and Los Angeles and between 
Washington and And course telephone 
calls were made from and received Carville. 
friend Pancho’s called Carville from San Fer- 
nando, California and New Orleans kept 
ted from day progress toward 
this hospital. 

March when Mr. Gormin talked with 
Dr. R.C. Williams, Asst. Surgeon-General, Chief 
the Medical Division the U.S. Public Health 
Service Washington, Dr. Williams said, “There 
need for this veteran wait for special 
train. will given every consideration from 
this agency. were never notified his case. 
knew nothing until now. should receive 
treatment and will see that does.” 

March 20th the Times-Picayune, through 
Mr. Gormin, carried complete account the 
Pancho case, with almost daily follow-ups. Cali- 
fornia papers, too, picked the stories with such 
headlines “G.I. Leper Stymied Red Tape” 
(Los Angeles News) and “Leper Los Angeles 
Hospital Stirs U.S. Action” (Los Angeles News). 
However. all the “stirring” was started right here 
Carville the patients themselves and the pot 
kept boiling one Ken Gormin, the New 
Orleans Times-Picayune. May their shadows never 
grow less! 


Sped his way the power thie press. Pan- 
cho arrived.in New Orleans March 
Apropos this arrival, Mr. Gormin’s leading 
paragraph his fine story read, “Pancho stepped 
off Southern Pacific train the Union Station 
Tuesday afternoon, smile wreathing his face, and 
did little two-step. stopped and said ‘Gosh 
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this wonderful. hadn’t been for your news- 
paper still rotting solitary confinement’.” 
was still smiling during the ride from New Or- 
leans the hospital ambulance and this 
smile grew even broader, possible, our Tues- 
day night movie show. While being greeted do- 
zens Carville patients halls and theatre 
lobby, said, “Its long time since 
talked many people”. And here, 


long last, getting modern medication with the 
sulfone drugs. 


Just who should blamed for Pancho’s case 
not being correctly diagnosed four years earlier? 
has been said that "he first 
disease while army maneuvers Arizona five 
years ago.” “After all,” said Lewis Sloneker, Di- 
rector Rehabilitation, American Legion, 
Department California, “the army had approxi- 
mately one year prior discharging: the veteran; 
the V.A. Los Angeles, which under the 
Deans Committee competent Medical Schools, 
had the veteran patient, the Los Angeles 
County had its chances, the army again had him 
asa patient their hospital Pasadena.” 

This would seem prove irrefutably that THE 
CRYING NEED FURTHER 
TION THE MEDICAL PROFESSION 
DIAGNOSING HANSEN’S DISEASE. 
case nothing new. Most the patients 
Carville have encountered this same inefficien- 
diagnosis their ailments. Some the best 
clinics the country have blundered 
pect. Too often incorrect diagnosis, even Loui- 
siana and Texas, has lead treatment that only 
aggravated the disease. sure 
cians practicing endemic states (Cen- 
tral and Northern they seldom ever 
not necessary for them learn anything about it. 
Many Schools follow line 
thought. But even this true, seem 


the further investigation this mysterious 


would challenge any and all think- 
ers among medical men. 

the Hospital Nuys missed the 
boat the way they handled’ the transfer this 
veteran patient from California the leprosarium 
Apparently they were more familiar 
with the local health regulations, much 
they saw follow the local health regulations 
transferring the veteran from this hospital the 
Angeles County General Hospital etc. etc. 


Had the Hospital followed their own regu- 
lations, the veteran would not have been transfer- 
red the County Hospital, and there little 
doubt but what would have been Carville 
where could have received proper treatment 
much earlier date”. 

Mr. statement substantiated the 
fact that another Hansen patient, who had been 
V.A. hospital Sawtelle, California was trans- 
ferred here with little delay, arriving with Pancho. 
This put the blame solidly upon the 
shoulders those charge Van Nuys 
ham General Hospital. Moreover, microscopic 
slides taken for confirmation diagnosis, dated 
November 24th Birmingham General, did not 
reach Carville until March —after all the pub- 
licity broke. 

After the V.A. turned Pancho over the Los 
Angeles County Hospital was the duty the 
California State Health Department notify the 
U.S. Public Health Service this case order 
that they could initiate his transfer Carville. The 
Los Angeles press intimated that this was done, but 
the press stated, “His application and case history 
have been filed with government authorities but 
definite action for his removal had yet been 
taken” ---The Public Health Service quo- 
ted having said “He (Pancho) must wait 
special Pullman car which carries patients with the 
disease, once year” (Los Angeles Times). This 
obnoxious so-called "leper has been dis- 
graceful fact. has been routine for the 
Public Health Service wait until there was 
accumulation the West Coast before 
transferring them Carville masse. 
few years group, after long months 


waiting California, was brought Carville. 


One patient died the night her arrival 
another the same group, died week later. 
When Mrs. Hornbostel was transferred from Ca- 
lifornia Carville June 1946, seven other Calif- 
ornia who had been waiting patiently 
for months, (one woman for nine months) accom- 
panied her. Aimost without exception, the patients 
who have been delayed California hospitals, 
for these long periods, like Pancho, did not re- 
ceive medications for disease. bad 
enough let them lie there and wait, but fail 
give them treatment when both Promin and 
Diasone can given any hospital, criminal 
now that has been definitely es- 
tablished that the earlier patient placed under 
treatment, the greater the chance ultimate 
recovery. the Public Health Service 
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really earnest about its program detection 
early cases disease and prompt treat- 
ment such cases with the sulfones they an- 
nounced far back December 1946, when the 
Surgeon Advisory Committee met, 
would seem that this time health authorities, 
particularly the endemic states, would have 
been advised give patients, diagnosed having 
disease, proper and immediate treatment. 

One the basic reasons for delay the trans- 
fer Hansen patients from other points 
Carville, the Common Carrier Regulation which 
some extent, ties the hands the U.S. Public 
Health Service. Dr. Williams has been ac- 
tive trying have these archaic regulations 
changed. They are based law years old. 
The regulations should revoked, least 
modified view modern scientific knowledge 


patients would involve only brief and casual 
contact. Medical men, who have had the mcst 
experience transportation Hansen patients, 
are the opinion that the regulations are ridic- 
ulous and totally unnecessary. The U.S. Public 
Health Service drafted and submitted proposal 
the American Association Railroads that 
would enable Hansen patients travel railroads 
without restriction, provided that certain min- 
imum requirements were met. The railroads have 


not acceded the request. Although their attitude 
was sympathetic, they were frankly concerned 
with public prejudice. 

Hospital nurses California have been known 
advise Hansen patients just take “French Leave,” 
get train and scoot for Carville; which, frank- 
ly, some our patients here have done. 

The Pancho case has proved conclusively the 
immense power good press. Before this sort 
publicity, red tape shrivels, abuses are 
corrected, wheels move accord with enlightened 
humanity concepts, rather than 
emotional fears and superstitions. 

publicizing the Pancho case were indeed 
fortunate find such the New 
Orleans Times-Picayune and Mr. Ken Gormin. 
They went straight the official fountain heads 
and got results with almost startling rapidity, and 
trust the facts divulged through Mr. 
fine reporting will prevent repetition the 
Pancho case. 

Last year Ken Gormin was designated one 
the nominees for the year’s Pulitzer Award for his 
most timely and enlightening series Carville, 
published the New Orleans Times-Picayune. 
His reporting this year the Pancho case was 
even more timely and far greater human value. 
hope will receive the recognition deserves. 


RESOLUTION 


ithas come the knowledge the 
American Legion that certain veterans with Han- 
sen’s disease have been neglected their detrim- 
ent, viz: the cases Tom, Mike and Pancho, and 

WHEREAS, was apparent that doctors were 
late diagnosing the disease the above instan- 
ces due lack knowledge the disease, and 

WHEREAS, after diagnosing the disease the in- 
dividuals named were mistreated being incarce- 
and treatment neglected, and 

WHEREAS, believed that above named 
neglect was brought about solely lack know- 
ledge doctors whole about Hansen’s disease, 
and 

WHEREAS, believed that number 
servicemen and veterans may suffering from 
the disease which not known because lack 
knowledge doctors the military and Veterans 
Administration, and 

WHEREAS, has been discovered that the dis- 
ease endemic only Louisiana, Texas, Florida 


and California, and 

WHEREAS, earliest possible treatment ut- 
most importance person afflicted with the 
disease 

THEREFORE, HEREBY RESOLVED, 
the U.S. Marine Hospital Post.No. 188 the 
American Legion, Department Louisiana, that 
hereby requested indoctrinate all military doc- 
tors with knowledge diagnosing dis- 
ease and latest methods treatment; 

FURTHER RESOLVED that Veterans 
Administration and hereby requested 
also indoctrinate all doctors concerning 
the 

FURTHER RESOLVED and when 
serviceman veteran diagnosed haying the 
disease that treatment under the latest approved 
methods started immediately and that the said 
servicemen veterans transferred Carville, 
Louisiana, the earliest possible time; 
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RESOLUTION 


continued 


FURTHER RESOLVED that veter- 
endemic state (central and northern part the 
United States) and does not desire 
red Carville, Louisiana, that facilities provid- 
the nearest Veterans Administration Hospi- 
tal for the latest approved methods 
and 

this resolution published THE STAR, and 
the Louisiana Legionnaire, and that copies 
this resolution forwarded Nicholson Post 


No. 38, Baton Rouge, American Legion, Depart- 
ment Louisiana; and through the Department 
Adjutant National Rehabilitation Chairman, 
U.S. Public Health Service, Medical Advisory 
Committee the American Legion, the Veterans 
Administration and the Department National 
Defense. 

Vogel, Commander 

U.S. Marine Hospital Post No. 188 

Marine Hospital, Carville, La. 

Medina, Adjutant 

U.S. Marine Hospital Post No. 188 

Adopted unanimously the regular monthly 

meeting the Post Apr. 1948. 


VALUABLE MEDICAL OPINION 


accord with the notion that leprosy 
patients can well handled outside the Nation- 
Leprosarium, fact, may more freely 
handled non-endemic areas. 

believe that Veterans could well treated 
Veterans Hospitals with danger other 
patients non-endemic areas. New York State 
has goodly number leprosy patients who are 
and have been unrestricted and indigenous 
case has ever been reported. well known that at- 
tendants, both professional and non-professional, 
who exercise reasonable care not become in- 
fected. 

was the Army that the at- 
titude Medical Officers and other personnel alter 
their reaction the disease once they gain infor- 
mation and slight familiarity with it. This was 
tested before and after demonstrations and visits 
Carville with large groups Medical Officers. 
have been told travelers that the 


areas the world where familiarity greatest 
with the disease, fear appears 

these considerations that lead feel 
that this disease should treated medical 
entity independent popular notion and fallacy 
which widespread among us. 

Authentic educational programs, writings, radio 
and press releases and discussion, medical pro- 
grams for professional groups dissemi- 
nation corrrect non-emotional information will 
long way create better balance the ge- 
neral thinking and specifically the improved 
handling the Veteran afflicted with leprosy. 


Robert Stolar, 
Washington, 


Note: Dr. Stolar, authoritative dermatologist, 
was stationed Garde Army Hospital 
New Orleans for several years and made fre- 
quent trips Carville. 


HOSPITAL SUPPORTS CANCER DRIVE 
The patients and personnel this and the personnel fine letter com- 
tributed over $400 the American Cancer was received from Miles 
1948 Campaign. The patients contributed $162.50 Chairman, Federal Employees Division for the 
State Louisiana. 


BRANCH POST OFFICE ESTABLISHED 


After years effort upon the part our friends, 
now have our own branch post office the 
hospital grounds. began its service May 
and known the Point Clair Substation 
Carville, La. Darrell Broussard, patient, who 
has handled our mail efficiently for the past sever- 


years, has been appointed postmaster. 
improvement service able purchase 
money orders register letters here, rather than 
wait until could done for the hamlet 
past, you prefer, you may address Point 


Clair Station, Carville, La.. 


- 
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MUSICAL EVENT 


Miss Jonas shown receiving bouquet red 
roses from The roses were presented her the 
Federation and THE STAR “in 


Hilda Jonas’ piano recital given Carville 
April 14th was unique experience for the patients 


‘here. There exactly one kind music which 


hearing whether composed the age 
‘of Bach Shostakovich and gocd music 
_whatever period. The pianist’s program confirmed 
the truth this assumption. Four great composers 
were compositions that revealed 
them their best and also afforded contrast. 


Bach’s Italian Concerto Major opened the 
program. was played brilliantly with each 
the different movements interpreted way that 
made remain the memory. 
Variations Minor, developed the style 
Passacaglia, followed. This, too, was played with 
skill and comprehension remark- 
able powers development. Theme and varia- 
tions present stimulating challange the pianist 
interpreter both technically and imaginatively. 


After the Variations, Miss Jonas played 
Nocturne Minor. The concert ended with 
lovely Valse and two Impromstus Schubert. 
was very real privilege hear Miss Jonas play 
and hope will not too long before she 
makes return engagement. This was Hilda Jonas’ 
first concert the South and our community 
takes pride the fact that was presented here. 
During her stay Carville, Miss Jonas was the 
house guest Dr. and Mrs. George Fite whom 
she met several years ago Honolulu. 


SPORTS 


exciting moment ihe gamz when 


The local softball season got off promising 
start, Friday night April 23, under temporary 
lighting set-up when the American Legion Stars, 
our all-patient team, triumphed over the visiting 
“River Gang” from nearby Gonzalez, 
his way the shower, one the visiting players 
was heard remark, “Humph, these guys are 
sick, then race horse.” Timely hitting Mar- 
tin, Bill, Aland Sam, plus pitching Padilla. 
anew comer from California, turned the trick 
before crowded grandstand. 

The patients’ team, inits third year playing 
visiting teams, sponsorcd cur Marire Hos- 
pital Post, American Legion. Six the players are 
World War Veterans. 

Confidence), the Legion boys the visit- 
ing Bayou Goula Indians 2in game played 
Sunday afternoon April 25, highlighted Bill’s 
homer which drove runs. Bill the Pee Wee 
the team, but swings mighty bludgeon. The 
River Gang came back April take the 
local hopefuls into camp4 to3. Ouch! The Bayou 
Goula Indians went the war path their re- 
turn game May 2nd scalp the patients’ team 
7to Aland Mike the slab for the home 
boys should have sued their team mates for 
vorce the grounds non-support. They made 
errors. Behind the classy mound work Mike, 
who hurled the entire game, striking out men, 
the Legion itself the game 
the season May walloping the River 

Softball games are tap with teams from Baton 
Rouge, White Castle, New When that 


promised $10,000 system installed 


Softball season Carville will really hum. 
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THEN AND NOW 


THEN was the afternoon April day 
many years ago— 16, exact. was the train 
way the U.S. Marine Hospital, Carville, 
Louisiana, become patient there. Gloom and 
desperation were torturing mind. had phy- 
sical pain. Not sign being sick. one doctor, 
two days later, the hospital told me, “No one 
could tell that you have leprosy”. was young and 
ambitious. Life had just begun open before 
and couldn’t understand why was sent from 
distant northern state life virtual imprison- 
ment Louisiana. Before reached New Orle- 
ans the train made stop the outskirts the 
city. newspaper boy came around with only one 
paper his hand. bought it. was the New 
Orleans States. The first item catch attention 
was, “Nothing has scared the world has leprosy.” 
The paper dropped from hand. The doctor 
who accompanied said, “What’s the matter, 
boy?” pointed the newspaper. picked 
and without saying word, placed index 
finger the item read. too was struck 
the words, but then friendly manner 
said, worry, kid, you'll out year 
so. all waiting for you.” What have gone 
through from that day until now, one could write 
novel perhaps will write one some but 
another story. 


NOW was the afternoon April day, 
exact, April was New Orleans 
with group other patients from this hospital 
for aclinic conducted the U.S. Public Health Ser- 
vice medical convention. there the 
request that New Orleans magician plastic 
surgery, Dr. Waldemar Metz. Dr. Metz inter- 
nationally known. combines his skill with ex- 
treme shall always what 
has done for me. 


While also had the pleasure hearing Dr. 


SAMARITANS ALL... 


visit recently from Mr. Elias, 
Executive Secretary the Memorial. Mr. Elias 
spent the day Carville and much time with 
THE STAR office discussing some the needs 
the patients. Before returning New York 
conferred New Orleans with Ken Gormin 
the Times Picayune and Victor Kennedy, Depart- 
ment President the American Legion. Already 
are enjoying tangible results of. Elias’ visit. 
Through his interest THE STAR received two 


Erickson, Executive Officer Carville, lec- 
ture the miraculous results the Sulfa drugs 
Hansen’s disease. held the audience spell- 
bound. Dr. Wolcott, also Carville, followed Dr. 
Erickson and brief case-history seven pa- 
tients, including discharged one. After presenting 
and describing the slides each case introduced 
each patient the audience. Those distinguished 
medical men could see the “miracle transforma- 
tion” right before their eyes. could see their heads 


moving amazement and wonder. Dr. 


was warmly applauded. The Carville group pa- 
tients was proud these two doctors. 

walked out the convention hall, 
boy was selling the afternoon paper. bought 
copy— THE NEW ORLEANS STATES. The first 
item catch attention was the following: 
“Abandonment the National Leprosarium 
Carville, and relegation treatment leprosy 
‘home physician’ basis are among long range 
plans the Public Health Service. Respon- 
sible for the ‘amazing strides’ leprosy cure was 
the sulfa drug Promin, first applied the late Dr. 
Guy Faget.” 

thoughts carried back that other April 
afternoon sixteen years ago. Alone walked 
another section the hospital away from where 
the convention was held. wentto the spot where 
Dr. Faget fell his death last July from window 
the 5th floor. stood for while beneath that 
window the warm Louisiana April sun. 
contemplating, picture tragic chasm appeared 
Then memory the man for 
whom was standing there, said short, silent 
prayer. left New Orleans convinced there 
reason believe the unhappy days misunder- 
standing the most mysterious disease the 
world are about forever. 


new typewriters, one from the Royal and another 
from the Underwood Corporation. The patients’ 
Soft Ball team received equipment, bats, balls and 
gloves, from the Mac Gregor-Goldsmith, Cleve- 
land, Ohio; Wilson Sporting Goods Co., New 
York City; Spalding Bros, New York City, and 
Rawlings Mfg. Co, St. Louis, Mo. 


The picture Page 10, showing Pancho and Mike 
entering the Carvi!le station ambulance upon their ar- 
rival New Orleans, courtesy New Orleans 
Times-Picayune. 
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ENTERTAINMENT 


The Esso Male Chorus, under the direction 
Loren Davidson gave splendid pro- 
gram songs here one evening April. 
portation difficulties delayed arrival, 
withstanding, large and appreciative audicnce 
enjoyed this treat. 


Under the auspices the Saturday Nighters 
Baton Rouge, Lee Fortiers band played for 
dance our Ball Room the evening 
7th. The boys this band are studerts 
and their tunes had thatcollegiate rhythm. Mike 
Acosta was deck, and always was 
good time the rest us. 


The Sigma Alpha Iota Musical Sorority 
Lousiana State University presented musical 
theatre Friday evening, April 2rd 
audience. 

The program consisted piano, vocal and cia- 
rinet solos well several trios sung Misses 
Evelyn Powell, Marlene Barr and Carolyn 

Miss Mantel response toa request sang delight- 
fully Noel Coward’s lovely “I'll See You Again” 
from the Coward operetta “Bitter Sweet”. 

Regina Allen’s piano technique was proved 
unusual her rendering Chopin’s “Bolero.” 
wish thank these young women the Cig- 
‘ma Alpha for their kindness 
hope may have the Pleasure 
ing again very soon. 


New Orleans entertainers inspired 
the interest Carville Mrs. Robert Wool- 
arrived here five days before the Easter, Bun- 
ny, but theatrical parlance they. “lay 
egg”. 

show they presented was 
sparkling and varied, Chick Moore, Cow- 
boy Star sang Hill Billy Songs and 
“The Puppeteers” Harry Ory and Ray Fredericks, 
were even more enjoyable upon this their second 
appearance our theatre. Incidentally, these two 
talented youths with their marionettes are going 
the entertainment world and recently 
rated page feature story the New Orleans 
Times- Picayune Sunday Magazine. 

Germaine Casenave, soloist, wearing 
chapeau was tops the Glamor Department and 
had charming voice. She the daughter 
“Count Arnaud” the famous New Orleans res- 
taurateur. 


Mrs. Woolfolk, well New Orleans 


(From left right) Chick Moore, Ory, Ger- 
maine Casenave Mrs, Woolfolk 


newpaper circles Ruth St. Cyr, through dis- 
play “ad” has secured for our Carville orchest:a 
“Son Tropical” musical instruments 
music. 

Mrs. Woolfolk, who radiates personality and 
claims older than said, have 


many hospitals day but all them 


have never seen happier people. 


course our prime reason for coming meet 
see the place and then refute all the 


ridiculous propaganda that has been kicked 
around for hundreds years; that do, and 
how, and we're coming back with more enter- 
Good her word, Mrs. Woolfolk brought 
another group April. Chick 
Moore played return engagement and the string 
band with him included Charlie Dupont, Oscar 
Marcour and Lloyd Daigle. The boys gave out 
with dance music the Ball Room for large 
crowd. Transportation from New Orleans was 
provided through the cooperation Dr. 
District Office the Public 
Health Service. Washburn that office and 


Hagins the State Health 
ment motored with the troup. 


NOTICE 
When sending checks money orders for subscrip- 
tions kindly make them payable THE STAR avoid 
difficulty cashing them. 
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Dr. Manalang (in window) and Wolcott, 
listening what one the patients has say. 


their commonly accepted theories regarding Han- 
disease, Dr. Manalang zealot his con- 
contracted infancy”. After years intensive 
research, Dr. Manalang concludes “that adults can 
not catch leprosy, that the disease not hereditary 
but contracted after birth, that sometimes takes 
more than years manifest itself and that the 
widely accepted Hansen’s bacillus not the actual 
cause the disease.” 

After the Congress Dr. Manalarg wil 
spend months post graduate work Malaria, 
the U.S. and will then return the Philippines 


conduct survey mosquitces and for 


the U.S. Public Service. 


Dr. Lara who one the outstanding 
clinicians the Philippines, agrees with Dr. Mana- 


THE STAR 


“WHO WALK ALONE” BROADCAST MAY 


Millions people have read “Who Walk Alone” 
Perry Burgess. Countless thousands have heard 
their ministers use this book text for sermon 
courage. has received several book awards 
for literary merits and originality and has been 
translated into many languages. 

“WHO WALK ALONE,” published 1940, 
before the days Promin and Diasone, the 
poignant story Spanish-American war vete- 
ran, who contracted Hansen’s disease while the 
Philippines and after diagnosis the S., re- 
turned Culion live. This factual story will 
the air May presented The Caval- 
cade America program over NBC, 
for the mountain and Western cities. 

DON’T MISS 
* 

GOOD NEIGHBOR POLICY PURSUED 

Dr. Robichaud, Medical Officer Charge 
Tracadie Hospital, New Brunswick, Canada, spent 
Some time Carville March. 

Dr. Robichaud was sent here the Canadian 
government study and observe our new me- 
thods treating disease. 

Dr. Robichaud said there are present only 
patients Tracadie hospital. French Acadians, 
Russian born Canadians, Chinese and 
French descent born British Guiana. 

“We have been using Diasone for months, 
with marked success” said Dr. Robichaud. “Chaul- 
moogra oil good” added. 

There only one other hospital for patients 
with Hansen’s disease Canada, tiny Bentinck 
Island —18 miles south Victoria the Straits 
San Juan Fuca. “There present only one 
patient Bentinck” said Dr. Robichaud. 


lang about “skin skin” infection infancy, but 
does not deny other methods infection. 

Dr. Lara went Culion 1922 with Drs. Wade 
and Rodriguez. Before the war there were 7,000 
patients Culion. Now there are but 1,800. 

the outbreak the war 10,000 patients were 
hospitalized. Now there are only 5,000 hospitalized 
and 1,000 treated out-patient clinics. limited 
degree the new sulfone drugs have been use 
the Philippines for about year. 

Other medical men who visited Carville route 
the Havana Congress were Dr. Frank Davey, 
Medical Superintendent, Uzvakoly, Nigeria and 
Mrs. Davey; Dr. Harry Stephopaulo, Greece and 
Dr. Frailano Mello from Portugal. 
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THE EDUCATIONAL FRONT 


the constant dripping water gradually 
wears down stone the constant repetition 
truths will gradually wear down the centuries old 
phobia misinformation leprosy. Every scien- 
tifically accurate article circulated, every radio 
broadcast, every talk befcre groups, whether large 
small, brings the day closer when enlightened 
public will unite its voice with ours the plea, “let 
light replace supertitious misconception.” 

The April 1948 issue the READER’S DIGEST 
carried article entitled, Light Leprosy” 
Lois Mattox Miller. nationally known writer 
medical subjects. This fine write-up was done 
the request THE STAR when protested 
the outdated article Ernie Pyle the Novem- 
ber 1947 DIGEST. With the enormous circula- 
tion this magazine, and several languages, the 
subject matter will well distributed throughout 
the world all classes people. 

The publication HOSPITALS, March cir- 
culated among all hospital workers and adminis- 
trators, carried excellent article “Carville Fights 
Hansen’s Disease and was writ- 
ten Sister Teresa Kelly, Chief Nurse this 
hospital and was another boost the educational 
ladder. Sister Teresa conversant with our prob- 
lems, being daily contact with them and one 
with our efforts break through “the fog 
ignorance causing much suffering patients be- 
cause social ostracism.” 

Transcriptions the National American Legion 
GHOST AND THE coast 
coast radio broadcast (dramatic narrative one 
veteran’s feelings and experiences after being diag- 
nosed having disease) are still making 
the rounds. popular request has been re- 
broadcast Hawaii several times and from the 
script information was gleaned for broadcast 
over the radio station lowa State Teachers’ Co!- 
lege Cedar Falls. After visit this hospital 
the director the School Social Welfare 
Louisiana State University Baton Rouge, Hilda 
Arndt borrowed THE set records 
heard the entire class. They were well 
received that the student paper REVEILLE, com- 
mented editorially. Lera Neill, Assistant 
Director the School Nursing, Our Lady 
the Lake Hospital Baton Rouge brought 
group student nurses here and later requested 
the records. She wrote that the student body and 
the nursing Sisters had heard them and found 


them both entertaining and educational. you 
would like date hear them, contact and 
will send them you. 

Dr. W.R. Giedt, Epidemiologist. Washington 
State Dept. Health has been 
tremendous increase the dissemination in- 
formation concerning leprosy. has come from 
many different sources that has seemed almost 
like barrage, and has accomplished great deal.” 
Dr. Giedt has been contributing the “barr.ge” 
articles the press and talks before groups. His 
latest contribution was talk “Li prosy Today” 
before the Alliance the University 
Unitarian Church Seattle, Wash. 

Miss Mary Frances Mears Chicago, being 
ex-newspaper writer and experienced graphol- 
ogy, has many influential contacts and she seizes 
every opportunity talk about Carville and THE 
STAR. Her friend, Hedda Hopper, gave some space 
her Miss analysis our hand- 
writing specimens. She often appears the radio 
and before clubs. Only recently she spoke before 
Southtown Ciub Chicago abcut our 
work here. 

James Callahan, who publishes THE CHART 
for the Crossett Health Center Crossett, Ar- 
kansas, sent copies the January number car- 
rying article disease. After reading 
STARS furnished him appreciation the 
the subject for Sunday feature Arkansas pa- 
per. have his rough draft this article and 
find very good. 

Father Thomas Carroll, Executive Director 
the Catholic Guild for the Blind, with headquart- 


‘ers Boston devoted his column March 


acticle “Much for the PILOT, 
Catholic publication. Father Carrol National 
Chaplain for the Blind Veterans’ Association, 
organization World War boys. affect- 
ionately referred “The Blind Priest”, although 
has perfect eyesight, because since his ordina- 
tion all his work has been with the blind. 
Having such sympathetic understanding the 
problems that group was not difficult under- 
taking for him tackle our problem the same 
manner. 

From time time, space permits; will re- 
port other educational work being carried 
the campaign radiating the light truth 
disease. 


May 
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AMERICAN LEGION 

The Local American Legion Auxiliary Unit 
March staged benefit Bingo game and raffled 
cakes and crocheted pieces for the American Red 
Cross. The ladies the personnel and Mrs. L.L. 
McCormick, Liaison Representative THE STAR, 
donated cakes, several the patients made the 
crocheted articles and Butch and Wilbur helped 
the girls run the Bingo. Net proceeds, including 
cash amounted $110.50. This was 
the first such project the local unit and the 
ladies are grateful for everyone’s response. 


“Come our Open House the Rec. Hall 
Friday, April from 9,” was the bid 
extended Voiture Locale 902, the ex- 
service men all wars who are patients this 
hospital and their “dates” and the members 
the local American Legion Auxiliary Unit and 
their escorts. Sandwiches “Dagwood style,” plat- 
ters Phillip’s famous potato salad, and cold 
drinks were served and the evening was enlivened 
Oscar, Pete and Pancho playing guitars and 
singing sweet “South the Border” melodies. 
Pancho making his Carville debut did bit 
emceeing Chef Gare Carpen- 
ter and Correspondant Cambre said the party was 


really Voiture Nationale who furnished the 
“moola”. 


“The Human Side Carville,” being em- 
phasized Mrs. William McMillan, Baton 
Rouge, Chairman Rehabilitation for The 
merican Legion Auxiliary, Dept. Louisiana. 
January while attending the National Volunteer 
Hospital Workers School Des Moines, lowa, 
Mrs. McMillan had display pictures this 
hospital and copies THE STAR which she dis- 
tributed the women present. much in- 
terest was shown that Mrs. McMillan was asked 
give five minute paper Carville the Area 
Rehabilitation Conference held Memphis 
March. human interest item from her paper 
read, “The pet Carville Pedro. years 
old and lived institution San Francisco 
years and Carville 24. Pedro blind and 
wheel chair and though has suffered from 
Hansen’s disease years has out-lived his en- 
tire family. always very happy and attends 
church every Sunday. arriving church 
presented with rosebud for his lapel and this 
pleases him very much.” 

NOTICE 

When sending checks money orders for subscrip- 

tions kindly make them payable THE avoid 


difficulty cashing them. 


VETERANS CHRISTIAN SERVICE 
COMMISSION HELPFUL 


Since June 1947 the Veterans Christian Service 
Commission San Francisco has been real 
service patients this hospital. Fourteen our 
veterans are now enjoying tube table model ra- 
dios which were sent this organization. They 
were purchased through funds contributed in- 
dividuals and churches and each set bears plastic 
name plate the donor. They have also presented 
this hospital with beautiful radio-phonograph 
Lounge when completely furnished. 

Fred Anderson, Treasurer, who has handled 
the correspondence with THE STAR 
these gifts, wrote that after reading the Robert 
Ruark columns the Veterans Christian Service 
Commission was more determined than ever 
greater help the patients. They decided 
send number small radios distributed 
needy patients, the social service department 
THE STAR cooperation with our Medical Of- 
ficer Charge, Dr. F.A. Johansen. this way they 
have entered into our social service program and 
have also sent their first check for records for the 
juke box. The World War boys get special 
kick out the juke box and jive sessions and con- 
sider selection records their special privilege. 

addition all this the Veterans Christian 
Service Commission eductional 
campaign underwriting subscriptions (105) 
THE for the members the American 
Association Theological Schools the United 
States anything was ever Christian Service that 
it. have had many instances ministers, 
well meaning but misinformed, connecting leprosy 
with sin. our earnest desire get these mi- 
speak from their pulpits the truth 
this much misunderstood illness thus assisting our 
educational campaign rather than causing the pa- 
tients and their families much mental anguish 
perpetuating ancient stigma. 


Armed with mental —and his usual 
line pleasant blarney, “the old kick” Mo- 
nagahan, Dept. Adjutant American Legion, breez- 
from New Orleans one bright April day, ac- 
companied Emmett Far-ell, Ist District Ad- 
jutant. Matt the works, even taking him 
and Emmett meeting with the Washington 
“Brass Hats”. Both Matt and Emmett are active 
getting athletic equipment for our soft ball teams. 


Place THE STAR your public library 
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Out Our Way 


Golfers these days scan the heavens very closely 
when airplane motor heard for every once 
while our golf course used for landing 
strip. Early March, Dr. E.H. Carne:, MOC, 
Marine Hospital, New Orleans saved lots time 
and miles bumpy road flying here. While 
Dr. Carnes pilot himself another flyer ac- 
companied him this trip. 

The Hutcherson Paint and Floor Covering Co. 
Shreveport currently doing floor covering job 
the infirmary. Mr. Hutcherson flew down 
March make the final arrangements for the 
work and again April 


Easter Sunday dawned clear and bright here 
tune with high spirits. New spring 
clothes were donned and the patients headed to- 
ward their respective churches for services. Both 
chapels were more attractive than usual such 
occasions with abundance Easter lilies. 
were told these were the gift our friends the 
Campbell Soup girls Chicago. felt all warm 
and friendly toward them for this beautiful ex- 
pression thoughtfulness. 

Noon rolled around and addition grand 
dinner, arranged the dietetic staff, were 
all served Elmer’s pecan rolls. Our attention was 
called notice the cafeteria which said that 
the candy was purchased from funds these same 
girls had sent plus check from the Department 
Connecticut, Jewish War Veterans Auxiliary. 
both groups our thanks for this extra sweet treat; 
was just the right finishing touch very 
good dinner. 

Easter children anticipate with eager- 
ness and when that afternoon group from the 
Navy Mother’s Club Baton Rouge came down 


with Easter baskets and comic books for the youngs- 
ters they were delighted. 


Here see Abel Leonard, Mrs. Leon- 
ard, Jr.; Mrs. Wilkes, Mrs. Abel Leonard, Sr. 
and Royce Leonard handing gifts Richard, 
Arthur and Alden. 

Because bad weather Sister Lucille had 
postpone the Easter egg picnic she had 
planned for the children until April but the kids 
said they had much fun was worth waiting 


for. 

was brought attention the other day 
that posted our readers recent nuptials. 
went counting married couples and learned 
that now have 20. Recent additions are Mike 
and Angelica, Trina and Joe, Alice and Lewis and 
Hilda and Dalton. extend our congratula- 
tions each you and trust find 
that marriage lots better than so-called single 
blessedness. 


group the girls staged post-nuptial shower 
for Hilda and Alice Chateau Simon early 
April. The honorees were surprised end and 
although there were many overflowed 
the porch enjoyed their excitement and 
happiness over the whole affair. After the gifts 
were opened and “examined” the ladies 
present refreshments were served. Some the girls 
had never been our cottage before and enjoyed 
first hand look Hank’s handiwork. for us, 
love show off his accomplishments come 
visit more often. 


When you finish reading THE STAR you please 
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FURTHER FACTS 


Despite the fact that among the many leprosaria scattered 
throughout the world thousands well workers, religious and 
lay have been daily association with the patients, the in- 
cidence infection very small. some these cases reas- 
onable doubt existed whether the individual acquired 


the much publicized case Father Damien his biograph- 
ers assert that “The good father never took any precautions 
against infection but lived continuously under unhygienic 
conditions.” His successor, Brother Joseph Dutton, worked 
daily intimate contact with patients for over years without 


contracting the disease. 
the infection the leprosarium. This especially true when 


the infected person native section the country 
where the disease occurs frequently when the disease 
known have existed the family. During its years 
existence, hundreds persons from neighboring communities 
have becn employed the Carville Leprosarium plumbers, 
painters, cafeteria help, clerical workers, laboratory techni- 
cians etc., with but one possible exception native this 
endemic section) not single member the personnel has 
contracted the disease. This remarkable record, consider- New York State and patients that State are subject 
ing that this hospital located almost within the heart the restrictions down, go). 
most endemic section the most endemic state the Union 

and one would expect more cases develop sheer coin- 


cidence. What tuberculos:s sanatorium can point such 
record. 


1874 Armauer Hansen, Norwegian physician, an- 
nounced his discovery the germ which causes the disease. 
appearance and size closely resembles the germ which 
causes tuberculosis, the tubercle bacillus. single 
impossible for the “Laboratory” distinguish between 
the two germs. 


Hansen’s not included the list quarantinable dis- 


man woman may remain perfect physical for 
years after contracting Hansen’s disease. Half the patients now 
Carville could sit unnoted any social gathering. 


The condition which should officially known disease some other scientifically accurate and descriptive 
name called “leprosy” because erroneous translation the Bible. The word had been used the 
writings attributed Hippocrates refer vaguc group scaly conditions the skin regarded having serious im- 
portance. The translators the Hebrew Testament into Alexandrian Greek (the Septuagint) about 100 B.C. used the 
word lepra their effort find Greck equivalent for writers the New Testament followed the example 


the Greek Septuagint. The confusion Biblical and modern use the word “leprosy” cause 
thousands people throughout the world. 


Even superficial reading the thirteenth chapter sufficient convince any physician that the six 
conditions which are under the Hebrew word “Zaraath” had nothing common with what called “leprosy” toc ay. 
The repeated expression throughout the Old Testament, leprous snow, may applied vitiligo psoriasis but 
could any acrobatics the imagination applicd with bacillus. 


The most characteristic features infection with bacillus (such nerve involvement with loss sensation 
the extremities) are nowhcre mentioned. The description leprosy garments and leprosy houses should 
proof that “Zaraath” not the name disease and certainly not the that call leprosy. 


The clue the significance this condition among the ancient Hebrews found the numerous cases 
leprosy described being affliction which the result Divine displeasure (as the case Miriam) being 


sign Divine power (as the Moses) being miraculously cured bathing the Jordan (as the case 


The word leprosy quite obviously was not disease the skin but mark blemish which rendered the 
person ritualistically unclean. 


One important feature leprosy described the New Testament confirms the view that was thought essentially 
mark taboo. Other diseases the New Tcstament are described being “healed” “cured.” Leprosy, however, des- 
cribed being “cleansed.” 


When this simple, and true explanation lical leprosy understood and accepted, great step will 
taken toward the climination the irrational leprophobia today. 


Dr. Assistant Professor Medicine, University Mlinois, College Medicine, Chicago: Dr. Everest 
McEwen, Rush Medical College, Chicago; The Jewish Vol. and other authoritative sources. 
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FOR YOUR BANKING 
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Phone 2-4421 
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